An Order for Compline
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Verses

2.  Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by thy help, I’ve come; and I hope by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  Let thy goodness like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
The Officiant begins
The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. Amen.
Officiant    Our help is in the Name of the Lord;

People       The maker of heaven and earth.
The Officiant then says

Let us confess our sins to God.

Officiant and People
Almighty God, our heavenly Father:
We have sinned against you,
through our own fault,
in thought, and word, and deed,
and in what we have left undone.
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
forgive us all our offenses;
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant
May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins,

and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Officiant then says
O God, make speed to save us.

People    O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Psalm 31: 9, 13-16 
9   Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
     my eye is consumed with sorrow,
     and also my throat and my belly. 

13    For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
        fear is all around; *
        they put their heads together against me;
        they plot to take my life. 

14    But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
        I have said, "You are my God. 

15    My times are in your hand; *
        rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
        and from those who persecute me. 

16    Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
        and in your loving-kindness save me." 

At the end of the Psalms is said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Officiant reads the following verse appointed for today:
Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial... – Matthew 26:39-40
People    Thanks be to God.
A reading or short meditation is offered here. 
Then follows
V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit;

R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye;

R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Officiant and People
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.
Officiant    Lord, hear our prayer;

People       And let our cry come to you.
Officiant    Let us pray.

The Officiant then says following Collect
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the

love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Officiant then says following Collect
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.
The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon, which is sung or said by all

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
   to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
   and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
All repeat the Antiphon

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant    Let us bless the Lord.

People       Thanks be to God.
The Officiant concludes

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless us and keep us. Amen.
